Agricultural farms can be classified by their size and the level of development, according to the following characteristics (Jaćimović, 2013) :
-the level of mechanization -a parameter by which the characteristic "mechanization, tools, attachable units, automatization and standardization of the production process" on the observed AF are assessed;
-the size of the arable area -a parameter by which is measured the size of the area on which the agricultural production of the observed AF is done is measured;
-human resources -the labour of the observed AF; this characteristic represents the number of workers engaged on an AF.
According to these characteristics, family AFs can be classified into the following categories: micro, small and medium agricultural farms and they belong to the following type of enterprise -the category of "small and medium enterprises" (SMEs).
In view of SMEs, they are recognized as the enhancers of the national economy development, as the greatest potential of (self)employment and a generator of new jobs, and also as enterprises which have a great influence on national, regional and local development of the surroundings in which they are located (as a "tool" for stopping the migration of people from economically undeveloped areas) and which are increasingly taking on the character of international enterprises (taking into account the fact that they operate on the global market). 
Support to Serbian agricultural farms
All types of formal and informal financial and non-financial support (from individuals, enterprises, institutions, state, or suprasystems), are considered to be the support to SMEs and AFs (Rakićević et al., 2012 ). Chrisman and McMullan (2004) showed that small enterprises that use services of the public agencies as support have a higher rate of existence and a higher growth in comparison with the companies that do not use this kind of service. Therefore, we can say that support has its significance and that, accordingly, the help to the SME sector can be more successful by upgrading the community's support.
An essential factor of influence on SMEs (and, within it, on AFs), which is of great importance from the point of view of the support that is analyzed in this paper, are the SME's surroundings. Business environment represents the business potential, namely, the refund of SMEs (Lazić-Rašović & Omerbegović-Bijelović, 2006), and, according to Porter, "the root of enterprises' competitiveness is precisely in the nature of the surroundings in which they operate". The business surroundings' participants of SME are its stakeholders: buyers, suppliers, competitors, investors and banks, educational and research institutions, state and its institutions, local community, ecologically oriented and other similar organizations, media, organizations and agencies which provide support to the SME sector (Omerbegović-Bijelović, 2006, p. 5). SMEs can gain a great benefit of and get support and help from all stakeholders from the surroundings (regardless of whether this help is money or other material resources, knowledge, information, etc.). As a rule, every stakeholder has an interest to follow (mainly to help and support) existence/development of a concrete SME. The support to agricultural farms can be done via their stakeholders: state (its ministries and agencies for rural development, industry, agriculture, tourism, education, traffic, infrastructure, economics, etc.), collective farms and associations, local rural communities and international organizations and enterprises that do their business in the branch of agriculture. Table 1 presents the review of some support programmes designed for Serbian agricultural farms at the beginning of the XXI century. These types of support programs are usually realized through regional development agencies ("regional centers for the development of SME and entrepreneurship", as they were called).
The research of Serbian agricultural farms' requirements for surroundings' support
The research on which this paper focuses on was done during 2012; the record of the conditions was gotten by taking a sample from agricultural farms (AFs) from the territories of the following municipalities: Pančevo, Smederevo and Čačak (Jaćimović, 2013) . In these municipalities 72 AFs were polled and there were three different categories within these 72 AFs (they were classified according to their activity: crop farming; fruit and vegetable growing; livestock farming). In the observed sample there is an equal number of all types of agricultural farms (classified by their activity).
The poll consisted of questions about the expected types of support where AFs were expected to express their opinion. Types of support (Table 2) were classified into seven categories: I) Fair economic conditions for agricultural farms to do their business; II) Subventions for agricultural activities; III) Help for the rural infrastructure development; IV) Protection from natural disasters protection; V) Help for the development of villages; VI) Help for agricultural farms' activities; VII) More convenient gaining and exercise of the rights of registered agricultural farms. Besides that, each AF was also to answer the question about whether previously expected types of support (from the above mentioned seven categories) were realized or not. Table  2 shows the detailed report of information obtained from the poll. Regional Agency for Socio-economic Development "Banat" 4 . Establishing and equipping regional agency for supporting the development of fruit and vegetable production; 5. Agri-eco industrial park -North Banat; 6. Intermunicipal agricultural work zone; 7. Sample fields for supporting the development of fruit and vegetable growing -Kikinda.
Center for the Development of Jablanica and P inja Districts 8. The development of consortium and associations of agricultural producers in Jablanica and P inja districts.
Regional Development
Agency "SOUTH" 9 . Arrangement of agricultural soil via land consolidation and building irrigation systems; 10. Support to the viniculture development through the resumption of wine-growing hills in Niš; 11. Support to the fruit growing development in the Niš region; 12. Support to the livestock farming development -Svrljig, Gadžin Han.
Agency "Zlatibor"
13. The increase in competition between small and medium enterprises that are active in producing and processing raspberry in West Serbia; 14. The improvement of agricultural production by applying scientifically based approach to doing agriculture; 15. Upgrading the productivity and quality of fruit production in the Zlatibor district.
Regional Development Agency "Srem"
16. Contribution to better protection of the environment and creating conditions for producing more quality food and agricultural products. The results of the poll research, presented in Table 2 , indicate that there is a high level of expectations directed by AFs to the following categories: I) Fair economic conditions for agricultural farms to do their business (and, within that, especially timely information about the conditions for agricultural business, tax relief, more favourable credits for agriculture, higher prices of agricultural produce); II) Subventions for agricultural activities (higher subventions for mechanization, fuel, seeding, insurance); III) Help for the rural infrastructure development (improving waste disposal, more efficient snow removal, the development of highway construction and maintenance industry in rural areas, the improvement of sewer network); IV) Natural disasters' protection (Improvement of anti-hail protection, prevention of drought in villages); V) Help for the development of villages ( the development of education, health service, culture, trade, crafts and sport in villages); VI) Help for agricultural farms' activities (organizing farms, improvement in the organization of purchase, rights gained on the grounds of work); VII) More convenient gaining and exercise of the rights of registered agricultural farms (simple process of registering AFs, low-cost registration). Table 2 ) show the low percentage of realization of the expected types of support (column 4 -"Realized"). The analysis of deviation between the realized and the expected values can be seen in column 5 ("Difference"). These results indicate that support is nott at an adequate (expected) level yet, and that it is necessary to put in more efforts into achieving the expected values. Higher ranged fields in column 6 are a priority when talking about support (for example: Taking care of young people (retain them in villages), Health service development in villages, improvement of anti-hail protection, Rights gained on the grounds of work, The improvement of sewer network, Trade (and export) development in villages, Higher subventions for mechanization). 
Results (in

Conclusion
The paper presents a research into the support to agricultural farms in Serbia. The research indicates that AFs in Serbia have higher expectations from the state, its institutions and organizations about the support which should improve their growth and development. Agricultural farms' support expectations were researched, results are presented and, according to the difference between them, areas that have a priority in getting support are identified. This support, concerted with the agricultural farms' demands, would help improving the quality of AFs' operations, as well as growth and development of agriculture as one of the strategic branches of the Serbian economy.
Further research on this topic will be evidenced by measuring the effect of the support provided to AFs, with the aim of presenting those results to the organizations which provide support, in order to make national AFs achieve the standards of AFs from the most developed countries in the world.
